Nguyen & Hett. and T. trilobatum Schott, but differs from the first species by its much shorter spathe (ca. 9 cm long) and the distinctive, filiform and intertwining staminodes. It differs from the second species in having a solitary leaf and a pedate leaf blade.
The previously undescribed species presented here was discovered in Tra Noi, Xuan Trach Commune, Bo Trach District, Quang Binh Province, during fieldwork conducted in cooperation between the Institute of Ecology, Biological Resources (IEBR) and the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew (K) in central Vietnam in 2007. It differs from all other previously described species (Gagnepain, 1942; Sriboonma et al., 1994; Sookchaloem, 1995; Nguyen & Croat, 1997; Sookchaloem & Murata, 1997; Hetterscheid & Nguyen, 2001; Hetterscheid et al., 2001; Nguyen & Vu, 2004; Hetterscheid & Galloway, 2006) . Because the plant is very rare in the locations where the type specimen was collected, only one voucher was prepared. Its tuber was cultivated in Hanoi, but unfortunately it did not survive; the plant should therefore be re-collected. Tuberous plant, to 37 cm tall; tuber cylindrical but subconical at apex, ca. 2.5 3 1.5 cm, dull white outside, white inside. LEAVES solitary; petiole ca. 36 cm, encrusted by dark spots on dull brown to light brown background; lamina pedate-trisect, with 5 lobes, the middle lobe sessile, lateral lobes attached on stipes 3.5-4 cm, lobes obovate to elliptic or lanceolate or diamond-shaped, 12-14.5 3 5-6.5 cm, dark green on adaxial surface, base obtuse or acuminate, apex obviously cuspidate or acuminate, the acumen 1-2 cm; primary lateral and collective veins distinguished from others; primary lateral veins in 7 to 11 pairs, collective veins 3-10 mm from margin. INFLORESCENCE solitary; peduncle ca. 5 cm, with only 2 cm emerging from leaf sheath, dull white to light pink, with elongate, light brown dots; spathe ca. 9 cm; spathe tube ovate, ca. 1.5 3 1 cm (width at base), dark brown dotted on dull light pink to white background outside; spathe lamina oblong to ovate, ca. 4.5 3 1.8 cm (width at widest point), light yellow-green. Spadix ca. 16.5 cm; female portion conical, ca. 3 3 5 mm (width at base); sterile portion ca. 1.7 cm, curved sterile flowers concealed to 6 mm from base, upper portion empty, smooth; male portion cylindrical, ca. 4.5 3 1.5 mm, light pink; appendix stipitate, subulate or narrowly long-tapered, ca. 14 3 0.5 cm (width at base), stipe ca. 1.5 mm, dark yellow in color; ovary obovate to bottle-shaped, ca. 1.5 3 0.6 mm; stigma sessile, discoid, ca. 0.2-0.3 mm diam., light pink; stamens sessile; anthers subglobose, dehiscing by apical pores; sterile flowers slender, linear, staminodes twisted and curved together, 3-4 mm, bluntly acuminate, pinkish but yellowish pink at apex. known only from a single collection, but the area where it was collected is still poorly known so there is no way to predict how common the species is.
Etymology. The specific epithet is taken from the Latin ''vermiformis'' and refers to the wormlike appearance of the staminodes.
Relationships. Typhonium vermiforme is most closely related to T. bachmaense V. D. Nguyen & Hett. in its fully pedate leaves, a character that is rarely found in the genus. The two species also share similar staminodes, an elongated, subulate appendix, and a short stipe. However, T. vermiforme can be distinguished by its much shorter oblong-ovate spathe and its very slender spreading staminodes that are bluntly acuminate at apex and twisted and curved together. Typhonium vermiforme may also be confused with A. trilobatum Schott but differs from that species in having a solitary leaf and a pedate leaf blade. 
